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ced Oppofers, and laid down the Reafonable- 

nefs and Advantages of the French Trade, 
there remains One thing acd to {peak to inits courte ; 
(viz.) To enquire,whether the prefent Treaty of Com- 
merce is,or is not qualified and adapted to render this 
Trade fo. Advantageous, as we have alledged ; whether 
all, that we ought to expect for our Advantage in Trade, 
is actually flipulated and provided for in the Treaty 
or no; and to explain tHofe Conditions, and fhow 
how,and wherein they are fo qualified. 


. Aving thus longemploy’d this Paper in Detest- 
ing the Cavils and Objections of our préiudi- 


But as the time is at Hand,when this fhall be more 
fully Debated in the great Aflembly of Parliament, 
th MERCATOR hikewife defers the Difcourling 
of it to that time, whenshe hopes to be heard with 
Impartiality ; and thar what he fhall fay to this pur- 
pote thall be immediately. applyed to the End,for. which 
it fhall be fpoken. | | 

In the mean time, there is a mighty Objec@tion flar- 
ted by a Sett of Men, who nor fo much for their Coun- 
try’s Intereft,as becaufe they are embark’d in the Wine 
Trade to Portugal, have fetcled Houfes, as they call 
them, at Lisbon and Oporto, and have felt the Sweet- 
nefs of the Portugal Trade to their own private Purtes, 
would fain perfuade the World ro believe, that This is 
the Trade,which alone ought to be maintain’d, that it 
is the moft gainful Trade to the Nation, that the whole 
Portugal Trade will be ruin’d,if this Treaty goes on, 
that our Manufaétures will be all Prohibited in Portu- 
o4l, that we are Perfidious and Breakers of a folemn 
Treaty, and that we are bound by the ftrongeft Tyes of 
hoth Honour and Intereft to preferve the Portugal 
‘Lreaty entire; with much more of this kind. 


The MERCATOR has already given a Reafon, 
which no Man ever has or can anfwer, why this Portu- 
gal Treaty ought not to have been made, and alfo pro- 
ving it void in its own Nature, and therefore not bind- 
ing to the Britifh Nation; ( viz.) Becaufe pretending 
to Limit the Legiflature -by the Prerogative, it is incon- 
fiftent with the Conftitution. 


The MERCATOR has proved ,that the Condi- 
tion of Breaking it is exprefs‘d in the Treaty it felf ; 
( viz.) That then it fhall be lawful to the King of Por- 
tugal AGAIN to Prohibit all our Woollen Manufactures 
Ceterag; Britannica Lanificia, which were Prohibited 
before ; which was no more than our Woollen Cloths 
only: Thefe Things are clear and plain. 


ad 


There remains fome other Thin s to be faid to this 
Cafe, by which the MERCATOR believes, all the 
Force of this Clamour about the Treaty with Portu al 
will be effectually anfwerd, and the juft Ground of it 
fakell away. 


It is. plainly proved, as before, that tho’ this is a 
Treaty actually Signed and made, and therefore, as 
they fay,*ought to be kept, yee chat the Parliament is 
not,nor can be bound by ite * 


Rut whateif the MERCATOR fhould . prove, 
that th's Treaty was no fooner made and executed on 
both, but that rhe Portuguefe-broke it : If this'appears 
it is hoped thefe Men will own, that the King. o Por- 
tugal having not perform’d his part, we are ao longer 
bouiad to our part. a . 


After this, becaufe there is fo loud an Outcty rai- 
fed of the Portuguefe teettupsiing scr, Commgrce 
and Prohibiting our Woollen Manufiftures in Porta- 
gal for our breaking this Claule ; What if thé King 
of Portugal, being made fenfible of the Reafon an 
Juftice of it, and the fall or no Ininry it will be to 
the Trade of his Country, flould Throw us in the 
Claufe, and confent, thac we fhould make fuch an 
Equality of Duties between his Wines and French, as 
the Ircaty with France provides; Where would all our 
Clamouring People be then ? 


After this, what if it fhould appear, thar notwith- 
fianding the Equality of Duties, the Importation of 
Portugat Wines will ftill be very little lef than it was 
before, and that the King of Portugal fhall be found 
to be no Lofer, or very little, by the Alteration ? 


And lafily ; What if it fhould appear, that in the 
Portugal Trade we have already more Inequalities on 
our Side to the Difadvantage of our Trade, than in 
any other Nation in the World, from whence we 
bring Wines; (wiz.) That we lay lefs Dutics on their 
Goods, and théy lay more Dutiés on ,than any 
other Nation in the World from whence, as I fay, we 
fetch Wines? 


If all thefe Things are true, neither will the King 
of Portugal fee Keafon to fcruple our making the 
Treaty with France; neither have any Obligation 
upon us nogto do it. 


The MERCATOR seferving a time again to 
fpeak to the Inconfiflency of the Portugal Treaty with 
our 
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melting ic @ Felonious Treaty, in the Senfe formerly men- 
fed ; begins now with the proof of the King of 
tae——)'s having contraven’d the Stipulations of this 
baty, and broken it asfoon as made: And in order 
9 this, the following Letter is added here, which has 
been fent fome time, and was mentioned to have been 
received in MERC ATOR, No. 105. The Author 
the MERCATOR really does not know, for it is not 
his prattife, as it appears to be in others, to write Let- 
ters to himfelf, and thencall them by other Peoples 
Names, but the Originalis left, as it is of all he’ pub- 
lifhes in this manner, with the Pinter, for any one to 
fee that pleafes. 


To the Author of the Meicator. 


STR, 

“ "THE only Objection made by many People to 
os the Treaty of Commerce with France, at leaft 
&* the material one, is, That it Interferes with that of 
* Portugal, made by Ms. Methven in 1703. You have 
“ {imetimes. made mention of che latter ; and the 
“ Paper called the Britifh-Merchant, No. 2. pretends 
“ to give us a Copy of it: Now let us fuppofe,that 
« that Copy is atrue one, and that it ought to be 
« inviolably obferved; if fo, ‘tis ftrange to me, that 
“ qe have not had ere now, many Clamours about 
« the Porrugueze’s Infringement of it, and that from 
“ the very time almoft that it was made, and in the 
“ moft effencial Article of it; for I can hardly yet 
“< be perfwaded, that our Party-Feuds have blinded us 
* to that degree, as to fancy,that it is binding on us, 
“ and on Portugal not. 


“ The Cafe is this; In 1703. all foreign Colour’d 
“ Gloths (but no other Woollen Manufacture) were 
« Prohibited in Portugal : Mr. Methven makes a Trea- 
t ¢y with that Court to take off the Prohibition on 
« Britifh Cloth, on Condition that Portuguefe Wines 
 fhall pay in England a Third lefs Duties than the 


-“ French; here you fee,we give them an Equivalent 


“ for the taking off the Prohibition on our Cloths, 
“‘ and they us, for our Keeping up the Duties of 
“ French Wine above theirs. Now allowing this 


“ Freaty to be juft, and rightly Calculated for the 
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“ Confiimption of our Crothes in Portugal, and qe. 
¢ Wines in Fneland; aud my Conmiplain: is, that the 
“ Court of Portugal, greatiy to our preincice. bes 
“ Infringed not only the rmo% eflenuel Article of j 
“ bot the verv intent and ‘ienure of the Treaty 3? 
felf, and that almoit as foon as it was made: é.. 
in a very little time afterward, they not only took 
off the Prohibition on Eritith Cioths. which thie 
Treaty obliged them to do, and for which we gay. 
“ them an Equivalent, but they took off the Prohj- 
“ bition alfo on Dutch, French, and all other Cloths 
“ and that without any. Equivalent : Now ‘there j, 
“ nothing more apparent, than that the Iitent of the 
Treaty was to encourage the Vent of our Cloth jy 
Portugal, exclufive of other Nations (for its hoped 
we are not fo much Infaruated as to fay, we gave an 
“ Equivalent for the Dntch, French, &.) but if not- 
withffanding this Agreement, the Portugueze put 
“ other Nations Cloth upon the fame Foot as ours 
“ J think there is no Reafon of Complaint, if we level 
“ the Duties of French Wine ach theirs. It this 
Hint be worth your Notice, you'll pleafe to examine 
“ further into the Matter, and I can affuie you,you'l] 
“ find what is here related to be true in Fa&; and | 
“ believe it may be affirmed, there has gone at leaft 
“ a Third part as many Dutch as Englith Cloths to Por- 
“ eugal fince the Prohibition was taken off. { 


December 24. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publifh’d, 

A Modeft Enquiry into ‘the Reafons of the Joy ex- 

prefsd by a certain Sett of People, upon the 
fpreading of a Report of Her Majefty's Death. Price 3d, 
And ina few Days will be publith’d, The Publick Spirit 
of the Whigs, fet forth in their generous Encourage- 
ment of the ‘Author of the Crifis: With fome Ob- 
fervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, Erudition and 
Style of that Treatife. Price rs. but tothe Subfcribers 
Half a Crown. Note, This Work will be Printed in 
Quarto, fit to be bound, up with the Crifis. Both 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 
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